
SUMMER CAMPS 2019 

I CAN... I WILL... 

WATCH ME!
AND  

GIRLS CLUB

To register, contact: zambranotanya@yahoo.ca or 778.829.5596



JIM CRESCENZO, DIRECTOR

� 

Every endeavour, every cause, must have a driving force, and in the East End Boys 
Club, that unstoppable, never-ending force is Jim Crescenzo. He is not only the chief 
administrator and organizer but personally takes on many other roles, from driver, to 
counsellor to mentor to leader of our community. His unique hands-on approach 
ensures that our boys do not fall through the cracks. 

Jim’s firm commitment to seeing the boys succeed by staying in school, keeping away 
from drugs and gangs, staying on the right side of the law and completing a trades 
training program or post- secondary education are his genuine ambitions for the boys 
he has served for the past 37 years!


Jim is truly an on-the-ground leader for the EEBC members and all the individuals who 
work for the Club. It is through his example that our mentors and donors fully engage 
with our boys. 
 
As an actor, counsellor, theatre and film teacher, Jim provided many avenues for 
troubled boys to find their strengths, to strive to be better. In January of 2018 Jim took 
the next step forward by forming the East End Boys Club. With the goal of delivering 
quality programs in theatre and film, indigenous culture, mentorship, educational and 
counselling support, job-entry and scholarship opportunities under one common 
umbrella, Jim was able to assemble an impressive and highly professional group of 
people who work with the boys in various capacities to build skill sets that will give 
them a better future. The extended community has recognized Jim’s work and listed 
below are a few of the accolades his efforts have garnered. 

Jim’s Theatre and Film Programs have received over 600 awards for City, Provincial, 
National and International Competitions since the start of his teaching career in 1981.

 
He has personally been recognized with: 


2017 Motion Picture Production Industry Association Community Builder Award 

2016 Prime Minister’s Award for Teaching Excellence 

2015 Peace Medallion from the YMCA of Greater Vancouver 

2015 Award for Faith and Community, City in Focus 

2014 Italian-Canadian Man of the Year 

2012 Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal 

2001 Vancouver School Board Recognition of Outstanding Contribution to Education 



MENTORS/LEADERS
John Patricelli, Real Estate Agent  
John has been instrumental in helping to build and sustain 
Boys Club Programs at Templeton, John Oliver and 
Windermere Secondary schools. He is an admirable mentor 
as he has overcome many personal adversities and is now a 
successful realtor and businessman in Vancouver. John also 
runs one of our summer camps, using his team-building and 
physical training skills to introduce our students to the 
outdoors and a healthy lifestyle.


Tanya Zambrano, Drama Teacher 
Tanya has been the Drama Teacher at Templeton Secondary 
since 1996 and is heavily involved in supporting the East End 
Boys Club’s theatrical productions as a Production Manager. 
She is also the Teacher Sponsor of the Girls Club course at 
Templeton. 




Levente Mihalik, Film Instructor 
Levente graduated from Templeton’s Boys Club and Film 
Program. He was one of several students who received 
financial sponsorship from the EEBC for his Undergraduate 
Degree. He won the Outstanding Practicum Award for 
Inspiring Educators and is now teaching with the VSB. 
Levente was recently honoured as one of "B.C.’s most 
enterprising young business leaders” in the 2019 BC 
Business 30 Under 30 list.


Dzinh Nguyen, Alumni 
Dzinh is a former Boys Club member who has turned his life 
around through our mentorship program. He exemplifies what 
the Boys Club can do for a young man. Dzinh has now 
graduated from the Business Program at BCIT and is looking 
forward to establishing the new Boys Club satellite at John 
Oliver Secondary, in the spring of 2019.


Damian Wilman, VSB Principal 
Damian is a highly regarded administrator with the Vancouver 
School District. He leads the Boys Club program at John Oliver 
Secondary and often speaks to our boys at our weekly 
meetings. Damian is a man of great character and integrity and 
practices what he preaches which has earned him respect and 
admiration. Damian is also responsible for implementing EEB in 
several Vancouver secondary schools and is the lead contact 
for expansion into Burnaby. 



TRADES SAMPLER – JULY 2 - 19 (JOHN OLIVER)

�  
Are you interested in a career in trades and technology? If the idea of applying 
for Youth Train in Trades (formerly the ACI IT program) for your grade 12 year is 
on your radar, then this course is for you. Students will gain hands-on 
experience in a number of trades area including Carpentry, Automotive and 
Metalwork. Projects and activity will be practical and will involve making, 
creating and problem-solving. This course will help to prepare students to 
enter the world of work with the skills, attitudes, and sense of responsibility 
necessary to be successful.


AILIN WONG is a Technology Education Teacher who has 
been with the VSB since 2008. She grew up in East Van 
and graduated from Britannia Secondary School. During 
her grade 12 year she participated in and completed the 
Secondary School Apprenticeship program , receiving her 
Red Seal endorsement as a Automotive Service 
Technician, Ailin decided to go back to school and get her 
teaching certificate. Currently she is teaching at John 
Oliver Secondary School. 



WENDY GILMOUR has worked in four school districts 
around the province as a Home Economics teacher. In the 
mid 1990’s she moved her focus to assisting students with 
work experience opportunities to better link students 
classroom learning to the workplace. In 2005, Wendy 
accepted the Vancouver School Boards position of 
Apprenticeship Facilitator. In this position, Wendy works 
with students in Youth Train in Trades and Youth Work in 
Trades programs for all 18 secondary schools. Wendy has 
been instrumental in helping many students gain entrance 
to trades programs in colleges and helping them continue 
their journey to apprenticeship.  



  
  



IMPROV CAMP FOR ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL STUDENTS – JULY 2 - 5

�  

With a focus on positivity, group mind, and the fun that comes with saying 
”YES!”, the Intro to Improv Intensive is a four-day camp that will focus on 
introducing students to the basics of improv comedy, from character 
workshops, to scene work, to performance-ready short form! Participants will 
develop confidence and self esteem, skills that are essential to being 
successful in their daily endeavours. By the end of the week students will have 
developed meaningful relationships with their peers. They will preform in front 
of an audience on a daily basis and will have an opportunity to present their 
work during the showcase week in September.


AIDAN PARKER is a Vancouver-based actor and 
improvisor. He is a graduate of Templeton 
Secondary’s Theatre Temp program and 
continues to perform in film and theatre. Aidan is 
an active, award-winning member of the 
Vancouver Improv Community. He won the 
bronze-medal at the Canadian Improv Games 
National Tournament and performed as Vice-
President of UBC Improv in festivals across 
Canada, including an award-winning 
performance at Montreal’s 2018 McGill Improv 
Summit. He is currently a cast member of Instant 
Theatre’s Fistful of Kicks, an all-Asian improvised 
martial-arts comedy, and recently headlined the 
Improvised Play Festival in Austin, Texas. He is the lead instructor for the Arts 
Club’s After School Drama Club at Britannia Secondary, a camp counsellor at 
Improv camp, and is the improv coach for Templeton’s Improv team. 



FILM CAMP FOR HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS – JULY 2 - 11

�  
This 8-day program will explore the creative process through character 
development and filmmaking. With a focus on developing strong 
storytelling skills, and working with high quality film equipment, 
participants will work in small collaborative groups to brainstorm, script, 
shoot and edit a short digital story or film. Final projects will be 
screened at the end of the program and upload to the After-School Film 
Program’s Vimeo channel, so they can be shared and entered in 
student film festivals.


Dream Big Productions and After-School Film Program  
Created in 1998, Dream Big Productions is the home of Templeton 
Secondary School’s Media Arts program, which includes secondary 
level classes in Film and Animation and the very successful The After-
School Film Program (ASFP), an advanced film program for students 
who are passionate about filmmaking and want to create films with 
mentorship from working industry professionals at all stages of the 
production process. Since its inception in 2001, the films produced in 
the ASFP win multiple awards every year in both local and international 
film festivals including the prestigious All American High School Film 
Festival in New York City and the BC Student Film Festival. ASFP films 
screen to thousands of people every year and are regarded as some of 
the best student-produced work in the country. Most of the students 
that participate in the After-school Film Program go on to collaborate in 
post-secondary film programs and careers in creative industries. We’ll 
have several peer mentors from ASFP joining us for this camp. 



FILM CAMP INSTRUCTOR 
CORIN BROWNE was in high school when a 
counsellor suggested that her generation 
should be prepared to face up to five distinct 
career shifts over their lifetime. Rather than feel 
like she was losing out, Corin’s reaction was 
deep relief that the future held multiple 
possibilities and could be crafted from personal 
passion, curiosity and hard work. Fast forward 
twenty-five years, and Corin wears three 
distinct but related professional hats; media 
producer, community engaged artist and film 
and animation teacher. With an academic 
background in critical media education (BA and 
MA Communication, SFU) and digital production, Corin has been 
working as a community engaged artist for over 15 years. In addition to 
independent film work, primarily in documentary and news magazine 
formats, Corin is also the co-artistic director of Housing Matters Media 
Project, founding member of the nationally recognized Summer Visions 
Film Institute for Youth and was the resident filmmaker at Templeton 
Secondary where she joyfully mentored young media makers for an 
entire generation. Corin’s projects have ranged from a low- watt pirate 
television project to Bollywood-style PSAs educating farmworkers 
about pesticide contamination and large-scale, installation projects 
exploring the impact of the housing crisis on young artists and youth 
living in government care. Corin is also a certified secondary public 
school educator and is thrilled to be working alongside long-term 
mentor Jim Crescenzo as the Media Arts and Animation teacher at 
Templeton Secondary School. Some of Templeton’s recent awards 
include:  

BC Student Film Festival  

Best Junior Animation	 	 Quenching Thirst

Best Junior Cinematography	 	 Sam and Micheals GTA

Best Screenplay	 	 SlowDive

Most Promising Junior Filmmaker	 Sadie Edney


Vancouver Association of Motion Picture Teachers (VAMPT) Film Festival 

Best Ensemble Performance	 	 Happy's Depressed

Runner Up Best Picture	 	 Grow



FILM CAMP FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
STUDENTS – JULY 29 - AUGUST 2

�  
Young Moviemakers is an award-winning acting and film program for 
children and youth ages 5-18. Using high end, professional grade 
equipment, participants learn the importance of visual storytelling, 
scriptwriting, acting, editing and more, through the production of a 
short film. With the help of our experienced instructors, participants 
work in groups to develop and produce their films, which is then 
premiered in front of family, friends and the community. 


Many Young Moviemakers alumni launched into careers in Vancouver's 
prestigious film industry both behind and in front of the camera, such 
as starring in programs produced by Netflix and Disney. 


In 2017, Young Moviemakers was awarded with the BC Job Makers 
Award and in 2019 they won the Small Business BC Award for their 
Community Impact. Young Moviemakers is often considered the best 
program of its kind in Canada and in 2019 their co-founder was 
honoured as one of "B.C.’s most enterprising young business leaders” 
in the BC Business 30 Under 30 list.


Young Moviemakers works with over 1000 youth annually and the films 
made by students have won more than 100 film festival awards 
worldwide, including Best Overall Film at the 2017 TIFF Young 
Filmmakers Showcase. 


The founders of Young Moviemakers are both former East End Boys 
Club members and credit both their careers to the opportunities they 
received from the EEBC. 



FITNESS CAMP – JULY 8-12 

�  


Why Fitness/Health/Combat Sports?  
Physical activity helps improve physical resiliency, enhances mental 
wellness, and prolongs optimal health. Combat sports training can help 
you achieve this overall wellness and optimal health in many ways 
along with a huge boost in personal self-esteem.


The Combat Sports Camp will allow participants to learn the 
fundamental techniques of boxing, Brazilian Jiu-jitsu, wrestling, and 
other martial arts in a safe, controlled environment with minimum 
contact and maximum fun, while keeping true to the discipline and 
founding the daily activities around the traditional pillar of marital arts: 
Respect.


All trainers are world class competitions turned word class certified 
trainers. Breakfast, lunch and transportation to and from venues will be 
provided.


Camp Schedule 	 	 Things You Will Learn 


Morning road work	 	 Why eat well?

Health Breakfast	 	 	 Why exercise?

Daily Activity	 	 	 Ready, Set, Get moving!

Nutritious Lunch	 	 	 Are you getting enough sleep?

Cool down/Daily	 	 	 How to ease into health habits and keep them up 



FITNESS CAMP INSTRUCTORS
MANNY SOBRAL will once again lead our 
Fitness and Nutrition Camp in July 2018. He is a 
secondary school teacher, working with highly at-
risk students in the SUMMIT program at 
Vancouver Alternate Secondary School. Manny 
represented Canada at the 1988 Olympic 
Summer Games and held the IBO Super 
Welterweight Boxing title. Other 
accomplishments include: 


BOXING 


• Took up boxing at 13, Inner city Gym on Hastings & Main 

• 17 time Golden Glove Champion (Seattle, Tacoma, Portland, 

California, BC) 

• ’85-’88 3 time Canadian Amateur Boxing Champion 

• ’88 Olympic Represented Canada at age of 19 

• ’96-’98 Canadian professional Super Welterweight Champion 

• ’98-’99 International Boxing Organization (IBO) - World Super 

Welterweight Champion 

• ’01 retired from boxing (29-2) professional record 

• ’04 Co-founded the North Burnaby Boxing Club (NBBC) 


TEACHING 


• 1993 Graduated UBC faculty of Education 

• 2011 - Present Participant in the “East End Boys Club” 

• Recognized as one of “Education’s 100” at the UBC Faculty of 

Education


DAVE ROBINSON is from the Timiskaming First 
Nation in North Western Quebec. He is a 
graduate of UBC’s indigenous Teacher Education 
Program and teaches youth that we must respect 
our physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual 
parts of being in balance of each-other. It is 
through this process that greatness is achieved 
and peace of mind and body is found. Some 
youth come to the North Burnaby Boxing Club 
where he teachers them boxing techniques and 
shares his philosophy of working and moving 
forward in balance of a circle. His greatest passion 
in life is to teach and help youth. 



DANCE CAMP – JULY 29 – AUGUST 2

�
In this weeklong summer dance camp, we’ll explore the foundations of 
contemporary movement and the freedom of choreography as we work 
toward a group piece to showcase at the end of the week! We’ll have 
the opportunity to explore partner work, have fun with improv 
movement and work as a team to create something amazing. This 
program will encourage you to dive into your expression as a performer, 
connect with the movement, and learn what it means to be a part of a 
cast of dancers. We hope you come ready to work hard and have fun! 


Growing up just outside of Vancouver, JENNIFER 
PENNER was immersed in the world of dance from 
the young age of 3. Classical ballet was her focus in 
younger years, as she completed exams with the 
Royal Academy of Dance and successfully attended 
local competitions. She went on to broaden her 
dance education in modern, contemporary, jazz and 
musical theatre - training locally in Langley and 
traveling to The Edge in Los Angeles and Spotlight 
Dance Centre in Las Vegas. Alongside her dance 
training, she has been passionate about music, 

completing many examinations with the Royal 
Conservatory of Music for piano, and training classically in voice. 


Following her training, Jennifer worked professionally for Carnival Cruise Lines 
throughout the United States, working with a large cast of dancers and 
expanding her experience in the realm of production stage shows. Upon 
returning to Vancouver, she had the opportunity to perform for the 2010 
Vancouver Olympics along with various other productions in Vancouver. She 
continues to work professionally as a dance instructor in a variety of 
disciplines (ballet, contemporary, jazz, musical theatre and voice) with a focus 
on choreographing musical theatre products for a Fine Arts School in the 
Lower Mainland. Most recently Jennifer has become a certified yoga and 
pilates instructor, incorporating principles from both methods into her skillset 
as a dance teacher. 



HENRY V AUGUST 6 - 30 + SEPTEMBER 4 - 13 + 16

�

East End Boys and Girls Club members will have another opportunity 
this summer to discover the timelessness and relevance of 
Shakespeare’s characters by bringing to life a new Shakespeare play. 
With the help of Mike Stack, a master theatre teacher, the boys will 
work through the month of August to collectively create an adaptation 
of one of Shakespeare’s masterpieces. The play will be fully staged and 
performed before an audience of friends, parents, mentors, and donors 
in early September 2019.




MIKE STACK is an award-winning actor, as well 
as a director and theatre educator with over thirty 
years of professional experience. His extensive 
work with young people includes twenty years 
with Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival’s 
education programs, eighteen years directing 
plays and creating new works at Templeton 
Secondary, and ongoing workshops in schools 
and throughout the Lower Mainland Home 
learning community. Mike is currently the Head 
Instructor for the Teen Shakespeare Program 
with Carousel Theatre for Young People on 
Granville Island, as well as an adjudicator of Speech Arts in B.C. and 
Alberta. Mike is a graduate of the Studio 58 Professional Theatre 
Training Program at Langara College. 



CAMP CHOICE – AUGUST 6 -10

�
BC Camp Choice offers a week-long summer camp at the beautiful Zajac Ranch, 
located in Mission, BC. The camp is designed to educate a group of youth on 
leadership, respect, teamwork, responsibility, and courage.


On its pristine 44-acres, the Zajac Ranch will host members of the Boys Club and the 
Girls Club from August 6th to August 10th. The group will meet at Templeton Secondary 
School at 9:30am where buses will transport the group of 50, 25 Boys Club members 
and 25 Girls Club Members, to the beautiful 5-star ranch, owned by philanthropist Mel 
Zajac. During the camp, the group will take part in exercises and lectures that have 
been adapted from courses utilized in leadership training seminars and personal 
development classes. The week-long program will build self-esteem, develop self-
confidence, and provide a skill set to overcome adversity and embrace new, positive 
personal concepts and ideas.


There is no cost to youth to attend the camp and the total amount has already been 
raised. The value of the entire program, including accommodation, program and 
registration costs and transportation, works out to approximately $80,000.


The youth have the opportunity to build confidence and courage through talent shows, 
theatre workshops and outdoor leadership challenges. The BC Camp Choice Society is 
a registered not-for-profit organization that supports The Camp Choice program and 
challenges youth through art projects and creative outlets.


We extend a profound thank you to the following individuals who have made Camp 
Choice possible for our members:


• Carolin Dunlop, President

• Liz Yeung, Vice-President

• Dawn Adams, Fundraising Director

• Mike Harrison, Secretary

• Phil Moore, Member At Large/Donor

• Tony Spagnoli, Donor

• John Patricelli, Camp Choice Facilitator 



BASKETBALL CAMP – JULY 9, 10 & 11 
(11:30 AM - 2:30 PM)

�

The East End Boys and Girls Club basketball camp will help players of 
all abilities develop athletically, refine fundamental basketballs skills and 
enhance their skillset at the post, wing, or guard position. Have fun 
competing in an inclusive and supportive environment. We will focus on 
fundamental instruction, speed and agility training, team play and more. 
Participants will enjoy a mini tournament at the end of each day and 
prizes will be given to all players. Participants will receive an East End 
Boys Club t-shirt and basketball hoodie.




We are honoured to have CHRIS MACKAY 
lead our first Basketball Camp in June. Chris 
has a stellar background as a basketball player 
in high school where he played for Saint 
George’s, coming in Third Place in the 
Provincial Championships in 2006. Chris was 
offered scholarships to Division One schools 
such as the University of Southern California 
and Cornell University, in the end he chose to 
play at Lincare College. Chris has lived in both 
Atlanta and Los Angeles and now resides in 
Vancouver. Currently, Chris is Vice-President of Strand – a Vancouver 
based finance, development and investment company. Chris believes 
strongly in the concept of the East End Boys Club, where young men 
and women have access to opportunities that would otherwise not be 
within their reach. 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